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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 24 January 2023 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Paul Dennett   City Mayor 
Tracy Kelly   Statutory Deputy City Mayor (in the Chair) 

John Merry CBE  Deputy City Mayor 

Lead Members: 

Sharmina August              Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty & Equalities  

Barbara Bentham              Environment, Neighbourhoods & Community Safety  
Jim Cammell                     Children’s and Young People’s Services 
Mike McCusker                 Planning, Transport and Sustainable Development 

Jack Youd                         Finance and Support Services 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Samantha Bellamy  Anti-Poverty & Equalities 

Philip Cusack       Skills, Work and Business 
Jane Hamilton                    Climate Change, Low Carbon & Green Agenda 

David Lancaster  Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety 
Teresa Pepper                   Education & Learning 
Hannah Robinson-Smith   Social Care & Mental Health 

 
Online:  Councillor Coen 

Officers: 

Jane Barlow   Service Manager Contracts 
Debbie Brown  Strategic Director Service Reform 

Melissa Caslake   Interim Executive Director Children 
Sue Hill    Head of Communications 
Paul Hutchings   Head of Financial Management 

Andrew Leigh  Head of Service Housing Strategy 
Gillian McLaughlin   Deputy Director Public Health 

Maggie Kufeldt                   Interim Executive Director Adults 
Iolanda Puzio  City Solicitor 
Charlotte Ramsden   Strategic Director People 

Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director, Strategy and Change 
John Searle   Strategic Director Place 

Tom Stannard  Chief Executive 
Liz Wright                           Senior Democratic Services Officer 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the following elected members:  

Councillor Bill Hinds.  

2. Declarations of interest 

Councillor John Merry, Councillor Tracy Kelly and Councillor Phil Cusack declared 

that they were on the Derive Board.    
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3.  Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were moved as a correct record by Councillor 

John Merry and seconded by Councillor Hannah Robinson-Smith.  

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 13.12.22 were approved as a 

correct record. 

4. Rent and Service Charge Setting for 2023/24 and future years - council 
owned stock managed by Pendleton Together and the Duchy Caravan Park 

The Statutory Deputy City Mayor (Councillor Tracy Kelly) gave and introduction for 

the report and commented: 

 The decision to increase rents and charges was always difficult but particularly so 

during the current Cost of Living Crisis.  

 There were three options in the report and an increase of 7% for rents in 2023/24 

for the Pendleton PFI stock was recommended and Cabinet Members were 
reminded of the hardship fund was set up last year to support Pendleton 
residents 

 There was an increase of 12.4% for rents in 2023/24 for the Duchy Caravan Site 
recommended. 

 

The Head of Service Housing Strategy (Andrew Leigh) introduced the report and 

highlighted the following. 

 The report set out the factors to be considered in setting rent and service charges 
and seeks approval for the proposed rent charges in 2023/24 and future years 

and service charges for 2023/24. 

 Table 2.1 outlined the options under consideration for the Pendleton PFI stock 

and those greyed out were the options that would led to a deficit Housing 
Revenue Account (HRA) and it was explained that the HRA could not be allowed 

to go into deficit.  

 The recommended option was for 7% increase for 2023/24 and an increase of 
RPIX +1% with a 4% floor for rents in 2024/25 and future years for the Pendleton 

PFI stock and how these recommendations had been arrived at was explained. 

 The table at 2.5 showed the impact on the rent increases on the different 

properties affected and showed that the maximum proposed remained within the 
Local Housing Allowance rates. 

 Service charges were explained as shown in section 3. 

 The Duchy Caravan Site had returned to being managed by the city council in 
2021, following a period of management by Salix Homes. 

 New pitch agreements were implemented during 2022 which specified a series of 
additional (service charges) for the site and aligned pitch fee review dates to April 

each year. In addition, the retrospective increase of rent was applied by RPI year 
on year from 2011/12 where these increases had been omitted. Table 5.2 

showed the RPI rates applied each year. 

 The options for the rent increase for the Duchy Caravan site were outlined and 
12.4% increase was recommended and the mitigations for the increase were 

explained as detailed in paragraph 5.2., such as pitch fees increase being 
covered in full by housing benefit or Universal Credit. 
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 A further detailed report would be provided for service charges and this report 
would be for the decision by Lead Member for Housing, Property and 

Regeneration. 

 A bid had been put into the Capital Programme for improving the efficiency of the 
amenity blocks (e.g. solar panels). 

 

The City Mayor invited questions and comments from members and the following 

discussion was held. 

 There was acknowledgement of the work done to support the Traveller 
Community and that Salford City Council was one of the few local authorities in 

the country to provide a park (Duchy Caravan Park). 

 There was disappointment expressed that Levelling Up Funding had not been 

awarded by the Government and this also had to be taken into account for 
charges. 

 It was understood that the Duchy Caravan pitch fees increase would be covered 
by benefits received and that residents would be approached to ensure this was 
the case. Residents would be supported to ensure they had access to all the 

support available to them. 

 The service charges were not being increased at this time as work was ongoing 

reviewing the charges at this time. 
 

The City Mayor read out the recommendations from the report and the report and its 

recommendations were approved, with the support highlighted as discussed above. 

 

Resolved: That, The City Mayor in consultation Cabinet approved the 

recommendations as follows: 
1. An increase of 7% for rents in 2023/24 for the Pendleton PFI stock. 

2. An increase of RPIX +1% with a 4% floor for rents in 2024/25 and future years for 
the Pendleton PFI stock. 

3. Adjustments to Pendleton PFI service charges in line with the costs of providing 

those services as detailed in section 3 of the report. 
4. An increase of 12.4% for rents in 2023/24 for the Duchy Caravan Site, in line with 

RPI. 
5. The implementation of amended service charges to tenants at Duchy Caravan 

Site during 2023/24, subject to a detailed further report for decision by the Lead 

Member for Housing, Property and Regeneration. 

5. Any other urgent business 

There were no items of any other business. 


